Appendix

Media Coverage of the Administration’'s

Healthy Marriage Initiative
A Select Summary of Media Coverage
January 14, 2004 through February 9, 2004

N=News
C=Column
E=Editorial
OE=0Op-ed
LTE=Letter to Editor



January 14, 2004

“Bush Plans $1.5 Billion Drive for Promotion of Marriage,” Robert Pear and David D. Kirkpatrick,
New York Times, N, http://www.nytimes.com/2004/01/14/politics/campaigns/14MARR.htmI?hp.

“Bush Renews Marriage Funds Vow,” Cheryl Wetzstein, Washington Times, N,
http://www.washtimes.com/national/20040114-104453-8400r.htm.

January 15, 2004

“A Private Matter: Costly Pro-marriage Campaign Is Bad Policy,” Daytona Beach News-Journal, E,
http://www.news-
journalonline.com/NewsJournalOnline/Opinion/Editorials/030pOPN50011503.htm.

“Bush May Spend $1.5 Billion to Push Marriage,” Jeff Kurneth and Kelly Brewington, Orlando
Sentinel, N, http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/nationworld/orl-
asecmarriage15011504jan15,1,6405421.story?coll=orl-news-headlines.

“Bush’s Push for Marriage Falls Short for Conservatives,” David D. Kirkpatrick, New York Times, N,
http://www.nytimes.com/2004/01/15/politics/15MARR.html?th.

“Bush Wasting $1.5 Billion,” Daily Free Press (Boston University), E,
http://www.dailyfreepress.com/news/2004/01/15/Opinion/Edit-Bush.Wasting.1.5.Billion-
581751.shtml.

“Last Hour’s News: White House Plans to Promote ‘Healthy Marriages,”” Melanie Hunter,
Cybercast News Service, N,
http://www.cnsnews.com//ViewFlash.asp?Page=\ThisHour\ Archive \NTH20040115w.html.

“No Marriage Left Behind,” New York Daily News, E,
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/ideas_opinions/story/154972p-136242¢.html.

“Wedded to the Value of Marriage,” Clare Murphy, BBC News Online, N,
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/3397539.stm.

January 16, 2004

“Bush Plan on Marriage Called into Question,” John Johnston, Cincinnati Enquirer, N,
http://www.enquirer.com/editions/2004/01/16/tem_promarriage16.html.

“Earth to George,” Lexington Herald-Leader, E,
http://www.kentucky.com/mld/heraldleader/7723447 .htm.

“Healthy Marriages’ Push Is Electioneering,” John Baer, Philadelpbhia Daily News, C,
http://www.philly.com/mld/dailynews/7723663.htm.

"Feds and Matrimony,” McAllen Monitor, E,
http://www.themonitor.com/SiteProcessor.cfm?Template=/GlobalTemplates/Details.cfm&StoryID=
150&Section=Opinion.



“Feds and Weds: U.S. Has No Business in Marriage Counseling,” Dallas Morning News, E,
http://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/editorials/stories/011604dnedimarriage.5f85a.html.

“Marriage Programs Get Boost: Local Initiative a Model for President’s Proposal,” James L. Rosica,
Tallahassee Democrat, N, http://www. tallahassee.com/mld/democrat/7722390.htm.

“That’s Life: Marriage of Convenience,” Michelle Cottle, New Republic Online, OE,
http://www.tnr.com/doc.mhtml?i=life&s=cottle011604.

“The Marriage Penalty Social Engineer Bush Is Off-Track,” Philadelphia Daily News, E,
http://www.philly.com/mld/dailynews/7723669.htm.

“The Marriage Trap,” Louisville Courier-Journal, E, http://www.courier-
journal.com/cjextra/editorials/opin-top0116-4203.html.
January 17, 2004

“A Marriage Proposal: Our Opinion: Bush Also Can Push Better Jobs for Strong Families,” Miami
Herald, E, http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/7750471.htm.

“As FElection Nears, Bush Marriage Initiative Gets New Attention,” Sumana Chatterjee, Philadelphia
Inquirer (Knight-Ridder), N, http://www.philly.com/mld/inquirer/7731067.htm.

“Bride of Government: Marriage Should Be Left to the Human Heart,” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, E,
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/04017/262410.stm.

“Heartless Marriage Plans,” New York Times, E,
http://www.nytimes.com/2004/01/17/opinion/17SAT1.html.

"Promoting Marriage or Political Payoff?” Bonnie Erbe, Raleigh News & Observer, C,
http://www.newsobserver.com/24hour/opinions/story/1124572p-7822110c.html.

"The Marriage Initiative,” Susan Stamberg, NPR, Saturday Weekend Edition,
http://www.npr.org/features/feature.php?wfld=1602783.
January 18, 2004

“Federal Marriage Classes?” Staten Island (NY) Advance, E,
http://www.silive.com/editorials/advance/index.ssf?/base/news/1074435424238220.xml.

“Find a Bride, Tom,” Tom Purcell, Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, OE,
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/opinion/s_175003.html.

“Marital Classes Urged for Poor,” V. Dion Haynes, Chicago Tribune, N,
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-0401180344jan18,1,1396893.story?coll=chi-
newsnationworld-hed.

“Marriage: Best Welfare Reform,” Rich Lowry, Lake City Reporter, C,
http://www.lakecityreporter.com/articles/2004/01/18/opinion/editorials/edit03.txt.



“Mr. President, Could You Cover the Catering Bill?” Michael Currie Schaffer, Philadelphia
Enquirer, OE, http://www.philly.com/mld/inquirer/7735179.htm.

“Some Say Health Care Policies Lead to Divorce,” Larry Lipman and Elliot Jaspin, Palm Beach
Post, N,
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/content/auto/epaper/editions/today/news_04a0c0d207c820
140039.html.

“The Sanctity of Wasting Good Money,” Mitch Albom, Detroit Free Press, OF,
http://www.freep.com/sports/albom/mitch18_20040118.htm.

“Two Fronts: Promoting Marriage, Fighting Poverty,” Tom Zeller, New York Times, OE,
http://www.nytimes.com/2004/01/18/weekinreview/18zell.html.

January 19, 2004

“Does Marriage Need Government’s Help? Q & A with Barbara J. Risman, Sociology Professor at
N.C. State University,” Barbara Barrett, Raleigh News & Observer, C,
http://newsobserver.com/news/story/3243561p-2900035c¢.html.

“No Marriage Proposal,” Pitisburgh Post-Gazette, E,
http://www.toledoblade.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?’ AID=/20040119/OPINION02/401190304.

“Marriage Proposal Seeks ‘1 do’: Bush Effort to Boost Funds to Promote ‘Healthy’ Unions,” Eric
Gorski, Denver Post, N, http://www.denverpost.com/Stories/0,1413,36~53~1900777,00.html.

“Poor Marriage Proposal,” Newark Star-Ledger, E,
http://www.nj.com/opinion/ledger/editorials/index.ssf?/base/news-1/1074495175166361.xml.

January 20, 2004

“Bush’s Questionable Vow,” Boston Globe, E,
http://www.boston.com/news/globe/editorial_opinion/editorials/articles/2004/01/20/an_insincere
_VOW.

“Government Has No Business Promoting Marriage,” Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel, E,
http://www.dailysentinel.com/news/newsfd/auto/feed/news/2004/01/20/1074577228.26609.8079.2
258.html.

“Is Bush for Better or Worse on Marriage?” Daily Herald (Christian Science Mownitor), N,
http://www.dailyherald.com/news/national_story.asp?intID=3800088.

“Mars, Marriage and Britney: Bush's $1.5 Billion Isn’t Enough,” Joe Rodriguez, San Jose Mercury
News, C, http://www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/7751685.htm.

“Should Government Be Trying to Promote Good Marriages?” Peter Grier and Patrik Jonsson,
Christian Science Monitor, N, http://www.csmonitor.com/2004/0120/p01s01-ussc.html



January 21, 2004

“A Dubious Marriage Initiative,” Chicago Tribune, E,
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/chi-0401200127jan20,1,4529827.story?coll=chi-
newsopinion-hed.

“A Marriage Proposal,” Tampa Tribune, E, http://tampatrib.com/News/MGAAGBXNOPD.html.

“Bush Hints at Amendment to Block Same-Sex Marriages,” Elizabeth Shogren, Los Angeles Times,
N, http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-
marriage21ljan21,1,7572589.story?coll=la-headlines-nation.

“Bush Leaves No Bride Behind,” Arianna Huffington, AlterNet, OFE,
http://www.alternet.org/story.html?StoryID=17624.

“Does Marriage Need $1.5 Billion to Save It?” Charles Meredith, Allentown Morning Call, OE,
http://www.mcall.com/news/columnists/all-2marriagejan21,0,6747022.column?coll=all-news-col.

“Marriage Aid That Misses the Point,” Robert B. Reich, Washington Post, OE,
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A37048-2004Jan21.html.

“Money Can’t Buy Love, but Might Promote Marriage,” Duluth News Tribune, OE,
http://www.duluthsuperior.com/mld/duluthtribune/7768584.htm

“Poll: Majority Opposes Same-Sex Marriage,” Associated Press, Fort Worth Star-Telegram, N,
http://www.dfw.com/mld/dfw/7764453.htm.

“Teaching’ Marital Bliss?” Ketchum Idaho Mountain Express, Pat Murphy, OE,
http://www.mtexpress.com/2004/04-01-21/04-01-21murphy.htm.

“The Virtue of Marriage,” Holliston TAB, E,
http://www.townonline.com/holliston/news/opinion/hol_edihtmarriage01212004.htm
January 22, 2004

“Altared States: Marriage Initiative Raises Concerns,” Tallahassee Democrat, E,
http://www.tallahassee.com/mld/democrat/7764001.htm.

“Bush’s Marriage Plan Has Political Overtones,” Clarence Page, Chicago Tribune, C,
http://www.newsday.com/news/opinion/ny-vppag223636474jan22,0,963424.story?coll=ny-
viewpoints-headlines.

“Bush’s Talk on Values, and the Eye He Keeps on November,” Elisabeth Bumiller, New York
Times, N, http://www.nytimes.com/2004/01/22/politics/22VALU.html?pagewanted=all.

“How to Make Couples Marry: Tell Them No,” Kathleen O’Brien, Newark Star-Ledger, N,
http://www.nj.com/living/ledger/index.ssf?/base/columns-0/107475456188910.xml.

“In Our View: Money for Marriage,” Texarkana Gazette, E,
http://texarkanagazette.com/articles/2004/01/22/local_news/opinion/opinions01.txt.



“Money Can’t Buy Love, but Might Promote Marriage,” Rowland Nethaway, Duluth News Tribune,
OE, http://www.duluthsuperior.com/mld/duluthtribune/news/opinion/7768584.htm.

“President’s Marriage Initiative? Nah, Just Try Erma Bombeck’s Advice,” Myriam Marquez, Pioneer
Press, C, http://www.twincities.com/mld/pioneerpress/news/opinion/7763658.htm?template=con
tent.

January 23, 2004

“Bush Marriage Proposal Slaps Poor People,” Rochelle Riley, Detroit Free Press, C,
http://www.freep.com/features/living/riley23_20040123.htm.

“Bush Perceives No Limit to Brave New Worlds,” Ellen Goodman (Boston Globe), The Tacoma
Tribune, C, http://www.tribnet.com/opinion/story/4658974p-4614614c.html.

“Marriage: Encourage It, but Not with Taxpayer Dollars,” Detroit Free Press, E,
http://www.freep.com/voices/editorials/emarry23_20040123.htm.

“Marriage Skills, Federal Style,” Christian Science Monitor, E,
http://www.csmonitor.com/2004/0123/p10s03-comv.html.

January 24, 2004

“Playing Politics with Marriage,” Christopher Brauchli, Boulder Daily Camera, C,
http://www.commondreams.org/views04/0124-03.htm.

January 25, 2004

“Made in Heaven? Programs Try Down-to-Earth Aid for Marriages,” Tamar Lewin, New York Times,
N,
http://www1.dailycamera.com/bdc/nation_world_news/article/0,1713,BDC_2420_2602757,00.html.
“Should This Marriage Be Saved?” Laura Kipnis, New York Times, OFE,
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/abstract. html?res=F50E1FF8355D0C768EDDA80894DC404482.
January 26, 2004

“Attorney Challenges Utah Polygamy Ban,” Associated Press, Yahoo! News, N,
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&cid=533&ncid=533&e=9&u=/ap/20040126/ap_on_r
e_us/polygamy_challenge.

“Building a Better Marriage,” Bill Lohmann, Richmond Times Dispatch, N,

http://www .timesdispatch.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=RTD%2FMGATrticle%2FRTD_BasicArticl
e&c=MGArticle&cid=1031773313279&path=%21flair&s=1045855936229.

“Bush ‘Marriage for Welfare’ Plan Won’t Work, Says Researcher,” Albion Monitor, N,
http://www.monitor.net/monitor/0401a/marriagewelfare2.html.



“President’s Marriage Proposal: T Don’t,” Rep. Lynn Woolsey, D-Calif., San jose Mercury News, E,
http://www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/7798224.htm.

“Pro-marriage Bid Faces Obstacles,” Cheryl Wetzstein, Washington Times, N,
http://www.washtimes.com/national/20040126-105852-8639r.htm.

“Wedded Blitz,” St. Petersburg Times, E,
http://www.sptimes.com/2004/01/28/Opinion/Wedded_blitz.shtml.

January 27, 2004

“Analysis: Explanations and Criticism of President Bush’s New Marriage Promotion Plan,”
NPR Talk of the Nation, http://nl.newsbank.com/nl-
search/we/Archives?p_action=doc&p_docid=10041C0055 DEFE.

“Initiatives Smack of Social Engineering,” The Vindicator (Youngstown, OH), E,
http://www.vindy.com/print/348306395430235.php.

“Just Saying No to Subsidy for Marriage,” Susan Reimer, Baltimore Sun, C,
http://www.sunspot.net/features/bal-to.reimer27jan27,0,5323357.column?coll=bal-features-
headlines.

“Kids Just Want a Two-Parent Family,” Maggie Gallagher, Yahoo! News, C,
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&cid=115&ncid=742&e=6&u=/uclicktext/20040128/c
m_ucmg/kidsjustwantatwoparentfamily.

“Marriages Need More Than Money,” Wade Horn, Washington Post, LTE,
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A54866-2004]Jan27.html.

“Pro-marriage Initiative Holds Promise for the Poor,” USA Today, E,
http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/2002/02/27/nceditf.htm.
January 28, 2004

“Investment in Families Will Head Off Problems,” Shaunti Feldhahn, Atlanta Journal-Constitution,
OE, http://www.ajc.com/opinion/content/opinion/0104/28marriage.html.

“Promoting Marriage,” Ann K. Charles, Parsons Sun, E,
http://wire.dailynews.net/parsonssun/news/articles/marriage012804.html.

“Shallow Effort’s Goal Is Votes,” Cynthia Tucker, Atlanta Journal Constitution, C,
http://ajc.printthis.clicability.com/pt/cpt?/action=cpt&title=Cynthia+Tucker &expire=&url.

January 29, 2004

iR

“Protestors Call Bush’s Marriage Plan ‘Dangerous,”” Susan Jones, Cybercast News Service, N,
http://www.cnsnews.com//ViewFlash.asp?Page=\ThisHour\ Archive\NTH20040129g.html.



January 30, 2004

“Bush Marriage Plan Creates Sharp Division,” John Austin, Fort Worth Star-Telegram, N,
http://www.dfw.com/mld/dfw/7834096.htm.

“Plan Aims to Boost Marriage,” Bergen County Record, N,
http://www.bergen.com/page.php?qstr=eXJpcnk3ZjczN2Y3dnFIZUVFeXkyNDEmZmdiZWw3Zjd2c
WVIRUV5eTYOODIyMTMmeX]Jpcnk3ZjcxN2Y3dnFIZUVFeXKky.

“The Marriage Experiment,” Washington Post, E, http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/articles/A64861-2004Jan30.html?nav=hptoc_eo.

January 31, 2004

“Healthy-Marriage Benefits,” Wade Horn, Orlando Sentinel, OE,
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/letters/orl-

edple31013104jan31,1,2105278.story?coll=orl-opin-letters-headlines

"Let’s Keep Marital Support a Family Matter,” Fr. Robert Sirico, Detroit News, OE,
http://www.detnews.com/2004/editorial/0401/31/d10-51006.htm.

"Marriage Can Succeed, without $1.5 Billion Price Tag,” Michael Riley, Camden South Jersey
Courier Post, C, http://www.courierpostonline.com/news/living/f013104c.htm.

“Those Deciding Marriage Plan’s Fate Have Share of Splits,” Maria Recio, Dallas-Ft. Worth Star-
Telegram, N, http://www.dfw.com/mld/dfw/news/nation/7843359.htm.
February 1, 2004

“American Rhythms: Marriage Lessons of Paltrow, Bush,” Jane Eisner, Philadelphia Inquirer, C,
http://www.philly.com/mld/inquirer/7844258.htm.

“Federal Plan Fuels New Push to Keep Couples Married,” Leslie Brody, Northjersey.com, N.

“Government Considers Its Role in Marriage,” H. J. Cummins, Minneapolis-St. Paul Star Tribune,
N, http://www.startribune.com/stories/587/4351204.html.

“What’s Love Got to Do with It?” Frank Rich, New York Times, OE,
http://www.nytimes.com/2004/02/01/arts/01RICH.html?pagewanted=all.

February 4, 2004

“First Counselor Should Get out of Marriage Beds,” Steve Johnson, Chicago Tribune, C,
http://www.chicagotribune.com/features/women/chi-04020400119feb04,1,393063.story.
February 6, 2004

“Love, Marriage, and the Government,” Bill Wineke, Wisconsin State Journal, C,
http://www.madison.com/archives/read.php?ref=ws;j:2004:02:07:326917:DAYBREAK.



“Marriage Education Offers Benefits,” Patrick Roberts, Victoria Advocate, OE,
http://www.thevictoriaadvocate.com/columnists/proberts/story/1668415p-1963644c.html.

“$1.5 Billion Is Too Much!” Petoskey News-Review, E,
http://www.petoskeynews.com/articles/2004/02/06/news/opinion/opinion01.txt.

February 7, 2004

“Agency Head Says Discrimination Claim ‘Irresponsible,”” Elliot Grossman, Allentown Morning
Call, N, http://www.mcall.com/news/local/allentown/all-b1_5nowfeb07,0,4427969.story?coll=all-
newslocalallentown-hed.

February 9, 2004

“Bush’s Plan Can’t Save Marriages,” Ana Veciana-Suarez, Miami Herald, C,
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/living/columnists/ana_veciana_suarez/7888723.htm.

“Marriage Is Good for Nation,” Mike Hartwig and Tamara Scott, Des Moines Register, LTE,
http://desmoinesregister.com/opinion/stories/c2129999/23470396.html.

“Poverty Puzzle Can’t Be Solved by the Right or the Left Alone,” David K. Shipler, Los Angeles
Times, OE, http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-
shipler9feb09,1,7439263.story.

“Premarital Classes Help Prepare Couples,” David M. Brown, Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, N,
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/regional/s_178582.html.

This backgrounder was written by Barbara Dafoe Whitehead and David Blankenhorn for the
Coalition for Marriage, Family and Couples Education; the Dibble Fund for Marriage Education;
the Institute for American Values; the Institute for Marriage and Public Policy; the National
Fatherhood Initiative; and the National Marriage Project. The authors are grateful to Wendy Baker,
Theresa Kirby, Elizabeth Marquardt, Deb Strubel, and Josephine Tramontano for research and
editorial assistance.

For further information, visit www.marriagemovement.org or contact:

Institute for American Values
1841 Broadway

Suite 211

New York, NY 10023

Tel: 212.246.3942

Fax: 212.246.3942

Email: info@americanvalues.org

Website: www.americanvalues.org




